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VVA Calls for Swift Passage
of the

SERVICE Act

“Vietnam Veterans of America
applauds the introduction of the
SERVICE Act,” said Jack Mc-

Manus, VVA National President.
“This legislation will save lives as
it provides law enforcement with
tools and training to help respond
to veterans in crisis. We have seen

the “suicide by cop” scenario
played out all too often. With the
appropriate training, police will
have tools to both recognize and
de-escalate such a situation and

avoid unnecessary tragedy.”

The Supporting every At-Risk
Veteran In Critical Emergencies
(SERVICE) Act (H.R. 3180), in-
troduced to congress by Repre-
sentatives Dale W Strong (R-AL),
Lou Correa (D-CA), Maria Elvira
Salazar (R-FL), and Glenn Ivey
(D-MD), would astablish a pilot
program to allow local law-en-
forcement agencies to use the De-
partment of Justice’s (DOJ)

Office of community Oriented Po-
licing Services (COPS) grants to
establish dedicated “Veterans Re-
sponse Teams” within depart-
ments to respond to emergency
calls involving veterans in crisis.

Law enforcement officers who
have a background in military
service would be given preference
in selections for Veterans Re-
sponse Teams. Members of those
teams would be available 24/7 to
respond to instances of a veteran
in crisis, including mental health
or substance abuse situations. Fol-
lowing the initial response, mem-
bers of the team would assist in
connecting the individual with
community and U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) resourc-
es.

“The deployment of the proven
strategy of veterans helping
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Veterans combined with a new focus on men-
tal health or substance-abuse situations, will
more effectively address veterans in crisis
and those contemplating suicide,”  McManus
noted . “For these reasons, VVA calls for the
swift passage of this legislation.



veterans, combined with a new focus on
*************
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President’s Corner

Hello Everyone

Where are the months going? Here we are in June and it seems just like a few days ago we
were covered in snow.

Our events committee is working together to schedule events for our chapter in the coming
months.

We had a rough start of the year but I am thankful to say our chapter is strong and we are
looking forward to doing some great things.

I want to thank those members that stepped forward to take an officers position. This allow
us to continue on.

We are moving forward in a very positive manner and I look forward to working with you all
on many projects.

If you have an idea for a show please email me and we can talk about it.

Respectfully
Joseph Armstrong
President
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From the Desk
Of

Conrad Letellier
1stst Vice-President

 Hello Brothers and Sisters

As president Joe stated we now have a full compliment of officers allowing us to move
forward into the future.

Respectfully
Conrad Letellier
1st vice-president
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During the last few weeks I have been very busy sending out letters to those members that
no longer attend our meetings. Basically, I asked them if they would be willing to share with
me the reason that they no longer attend meetings. I also asked them what it was that (WE)
the chapter can do to make it interesting for them to attend.

I am hoping that we do get a response as it will help to strengthen our chapter.

It is so very important to keep up updated on your contact information. Otherwise we can
not update you on events and news important to our chapter.

Conrad Letellier
Membership Chairman

Membership Corner
By

Conrad Letellier Membership Chairman
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VETERANS SERVICE OFFICER
Conrad Letellier
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Never be a Prisoner of your Past.
It was just a lesson, not a lifer sentence

By Walt Whitman

Submitted by
Pricilla L. Miles AVVA member



15

POW MIA INFORMATION
Conrad Letellier

STATUS OF THE POW/MIA ISSUE
March 1, 2024

1,577 Americans are now listed by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)
as missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War: Vietnam - 1,237; Laos - 285;
Cambodia = 48; Peoples Republic of China territorial waters - 7.

On March 23 rd, DPAA posted the accounting for two USAF officers, listed MIA in
Vietnam on April 12, 1969/ Their identies - Colonel Ernest DeSoto and Captain Freder-
ick Hall were released on April 7, 2023.

History of the POW/MIA Flag

In 1970, Lt. Commander Michael Hoff went missing in action when his plane crashed
over Laos, Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War. His wife, Mary Hoff, felt there was
a need for the nation to have a symbol in which those who were lost to war would not be
forgotten, thus becoming the pioneer of the POW/MIA flag. She read an article in the
Jacvksonville Florida Time Union about how Annin & Co. Helped to design nd manu-
facture flags for newer UN member nations. Mrs. Hoff contacted Annin and their VP of
Sales, Norman Rivkkes commissioned graphic designer Newt Heisley to design a flag to
represent the group/

Newt Heisley found inspiration for designing the flag from his past experiences as a
WWII pilot: “I used to fly within range of the Japanese and wondered how I would hold
up if I ever got captured. When I did the design, I thought how easy it would be to for-
get those guys.” The now familiar slogan :You are not forgotten” was born of that senti-
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ment. Heisley’s son, Jeffrey, upon returning home ill from Marine training, inspired the
gaunt appearance of the flag’s silhouette. In addition to the slogan and silhouette, the flag
also boasts a 5-point star, a watchtower with a guard on patrol, a strand of barbed wire,
and a black and white wreath.

WHAT DOES THE POW/MIA MEAN?

The POW/MIA flag is a reminder for Americans to never forget our Prisoners of War (POW) and those
Missing in Action (MIA). Prisoners of War are individuals - whether military personnel or civilians - who
are captured and imprisoned by the enemy during times of war. The status of life for those who are MIA
have not yet been confirmed. According to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, over 83,00 Ameri-
cans who fought in wars since World War II are still; missing.

On November 18, 1997 the 1998 Defense Authorization Act was signed into law. A section of the act re-
quired that the POW/MIA flag be flown from Military Installations, National Cemeteries, V.A. Medical
Centers and many other Federal Buildings
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From The Desk of the Events Coordinator
Jim Davis

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING WILL BE SUNDAY 02 June 2024.
MEETING WILL START AT 1:30 PM 13:30 HRS.

THERE WILL BE NOBOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING PRIOR
TO OUR REGULAR MEETING.
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Membership in VVA is the Right Choice
First I want to say "WELCOME HOME "

The goals of Vietnam Veterans of America are to promote and support the full
range of issues important to Vietnam veterans. To create a new identity for this
generation of veterans and to change public perception of Vietnam veterans.

VVA is a "home of our own" - a community of fellowship with people who share
our experiences, needs, and hopes for the future.

Be as active as your time, talents, and interests allow. Or, simply be a proud
member of VVA, knowing that your membership helps VVA work for you and
your fellow Vietnam veterans.

Membership includes a subscription to our award-winning newspaper, The VVA
Veteran, bringing you updates on issues and legislation affecting veterans, as
well as unique articles on the people, places, and history of the Vietnam experi-
ence.

Membership is open to U.S. armed force veterans who served on active duty (for
other than training purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28,
1961 and May 7, 1975, OR in any duty location between August 5, 1964 and
May 7, 1975.

Our chapter is working very hard to help our brothers and sisters, their families
and veterans of today.

We meet once a month at the American Legion Post 26 located at 508 Elm Street
Biddeford. Meetings start at 1:30 (13:30)

If you would like further information on joining our chapter please email me
your mailing address at cwomaine@metrocast.netI will send the information to
you.


